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A stakeholder perspective. 

May it please the Court, my name is Katzeff and I appear on behalf of irrigators situated in the 

Gwydir Wetlands area and surrounds. 

My learned colleagues have today explored the complexities of wetland conservation, the 

regulations supporting wetland management, the failings of authorities under several 

instruments, and have proposed ways toward better management. 

Your honour, today, I would like to share a commonly much-maligned stakeholder perspective: 

that of irrigators. 

This submission begins with briefly contextualising the involvement and position of irrigators 

in the maintenance and conservation of the Gwydir Wetlands.  

Then the submission will move to address the failings of current water management systems. 

Finally, the submission offers a way forward together in the future management of water 

resources.  

The stakeholder context 

• Irrigators are for better management of water resources, especially with regard to 

wetlands such as the Gwydir Wetlands. 

• As mentioned by my learned colleagues, the most significant sectors of employment in 

the Gwydir wetlands and surrounds are irrigation and agriculture. These support sectors 

such as retail and education. 

• The most pressing and unique issue facing irrigators, and the communities who rely 

upon them, is that they have to balance their long-term interests in preserving wetlands, 

thus mitigating the adverse impacts of climate change, and their short-term interests in 

survival and continuing to produce a livelihood. 

• This is a balance, however, and can be less confrontational than seen historically in 

water management discourse.  

• Irrigators strongly believe in the wise use of the Gwydir Wetlands in accordance with 

the Ramsar Convention.  

• Proactive and climate-ready management of water resources will likely result in more 

available water and a healthier bioregion over time as compared to inaction or a 

business-as-usual scenario. 

• Intergenerational equity is key, and irrigators have strong and long family ties to the 

land on which they inhabit and work. 

• There is no dispute that the wise use of the wetlands requires stronger, proactive 

management and planning ex situ. However, it also requires strong in situ support from 

local communities – of which, irrigation and agriculture is the backbone. 

The failings 

• Water is the lifeblood of both the wetlands and for all that surround it. 

• We submit that all who rely on water should have an active role in its management. 



• Irrigators’ access to water for commercial and other purposes is limited to the allowance 

granted under water access licences.  

• While this sort of allocative management might have worked in a static ecological 

system, it is inappropriate for a dynamic, climate-change-impacted world. 

• Anecdotally, water allocated under licences does not equate to water in the river, or 

water in the tank – nor does it secure these interests against buyback schemes. 

• This uncertainty not only affects the mental health of the basin’s inhabitants but 

destroys the faith local irrigators hold in ability of government to protect its people. 

The potential solutions 

• A declaration of empathy – irrigators feel bullied by government. 

• Proactive water planning, which accounts for climate change scenarios and acts on a 

bioregional scale, which will provide certainty to irrigators.  

• If that means reduced water access for irrigators, compensation should be provided 

accordingly. 

 Conclusion: 

Your honour, that concludes my submissions on behalf of local irrigators. 

As a closing remark on behalf of all stakeholders, I think it is safe to say that the range and 

number of stakeholders represented today is indicative of the complexities associated with 

wetland management, environmental governance, and climate change. 

On behalf of the representative, I thank your honour and the Land and Environment Court 

sitting as the Youth Climate Court for considering our submissions. 

May it please the Court. 

 


