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The Gwydir Wetlands (GW) are an important body of freshwater of international significance. GW has 

been listed under the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance, especially as 

Waterfowl Habitat. Climate change has been caused by human activity which releases greenhouse gases 

(GHG) into the atmosphere. This results in adverse impacts of the environment and its human and non-

human inhabitants.1 GHGs are also absorbed by water, both oceans and freshwater. Climate change 

impacts on bodies of freshwater include growth of invasive species, reduction of food sources and 

habitat for birds particularly migratory species, increased fire risk for surrounding landscapes, loss of 

cultural waters, landscapes and sites, and intangible biocultural heritage such as knowledge, including 

languages for Aboriginal communities. 

The application in the Land and Environment of NSW by the local community in Moree (a key town in 

Northern NSW within the Murray Darling Basin) and the Gwydir Wetlands under s336(1) and (2) of the 

Water Management Act 2000 (NSW) that the ‘approach taken by the NSW departments responsible for 

water sharing (NSW Water, DPIE) in relation to aspects of the operation of the WMA was influenced or 

informed by an incorrect understanding of the Act’s objects, principles and duty. In turn, that gave rise 

at times to an improper exercise of official power or functions by state public officials, which had the 

effect of operating to the advantage of the irrigation sector and to the disadvantage of the environment, 

which is in breach of s5(2) Water Management Act 2000.  

The respondents to the application were the Federal and NSW government departments responsible for 

water management in the Murray Darling Basin as well as the Murray Darling Basin Authority (MDBA), a 

body established under the Water Act 2007(Cth). The MDBA is responsible for regulating water flow in 

the Murray River systems, its anabranches and the Darling River downstream of Menindee Lakes. 

Water is shared between New South Wales, Victoria and South Australia under the provisions of 

the Murray-Darling Basin Agreement. 

Other parties permitted to appear as intervenors include the Moree Plains Local Council, the Moree 

Local Aboriginal Land Council, and the Murray Darling Basin irrigators. 

Additional Resources: 

• Draft International Declaration on the Rights of Wetland 

• Brasilia Declaration of Judges on Water Justice, 21 March 2018 

 
1 IPCC Fifth Assessment Report, IPCC Special Report on Climate change and Land 2019. See also Climate Council 
Report, This is what climate change looks like (https://www.ipcc.ch/assessment-report/ar5/) + Climate Action 
Tracker Australia (https://climateactiontracker.org/countries/australia/ ). 

https://www.iucn.org/commissions/world-commission-environmental-law/wcel-resources/wcel-important-documentation/brasilia-declaration-judges-water-justice
https://www.ipcc.ch/assessment-report/ar5/
https://climateactiontracker.org/countries/australia/

