
1 Have federal and state governments adequately protected and regulated the GW having 
regard to climate change? 
 
No, they have not.  The impacts of climate change will be to intensify the water cycle.  
Within Australia this will mean greater flood/drought cycles that will impact GW, which 
is already under pressure from grazing, invasive species, and water licenses for irrigating 
crops.  This will further endanger the GW which have already been reduced in size. 

 
We note there is an Adaptive Management Plan for the GW, but adaptive management 
requires actually adapting to new information and changing management regimes based 
on the new knowledge.  With the government’s current stand on climate change we 
suggest that adaptive management is not being used appropriately. 

 
Water Management Act 2000 
s 3 Objectives  
The objects of this Act are to provide for the sustainable and integrated management of the water sources of the State for 

the benefit of both present and future generations and, in particular— 
(a)  to apply the principles of ecologically sustainable development, and 
(b)  to protect, enhance and restore water sources, their associated ecosystems, ecological 

processes and biological diversity and their water quality, and 
(c)  to recognise and foster the significant social and economic benefits to the State that 

result from the sustainable and efficient use of water, including— 
(i)  benefits to the environment, and 
(ii)  benefits to urban communities, agriculture, fisheries, industry and recreation, and 
(iii)  benefits to culture and heritage, and 
(iv)  benefits to the Aboriginal people in relation to their spiritual, social, customary and 

economic use of land and water, 
(d)  to recognise the role of the community, as a partner with government, in resolving issues relating 

to the management of water sources, 
(e)  to provide for the orderly, efficient and equitable sharing of water from water sources, 
(f)  to integrate the management of water sources with the management of other aspects of the 

environment, including the land, its soil, its native vegetation and its native fauna, 
(g)  to encourage the sharing of responsibility for the sustainable and efficient use of water between 

the Government and water users, 
(h)  to encourage best practice in the management and use of water. 

  
 
Ecologically sustainable development (ESD) 'using, conserving and enhancing the 
community's resources so that ecological processes, on which life depends, are 
maintained, and the total quality of life, now and in the future, can be increased'. 
(Environment Department – Australia) 
 
GW is significant in Gamilaroi culture and traditions.  A sense of self and identity comes 
from the stewardship of Country, which has been highly restricted from the 19th century 
onward. 
 
Because the GW conservation area is ~820 ha, which is approximately 40% of its original 
cover, not enough has been done to promote environmental and cultural flows into the 
remaining wetland area.  If stricter regulation is not undertaken, there will be no GW for 
future generations 
 



2 How are climate change impacts on the GW being assessed and are they being 
mitigated?  
 
 
 
3 How are the interests and values of rural communities involved in activities such as 
farming, agriculture, and tourism considered in the management plan? 
 
Irrigation for agriculture is being supported as a higher priority compared with other interests – 
per ICAC report.   
 
As these agricultural systems are based on a European model, they do not align well with the 
‘rules’ imposed by the environmental conditions present in Australia and the increased intensity 
of the water cycle that will result from climate change. 
 
SD is seen as an equal weight among the economy, society, and the environment, this is a 
problem, ESD is actually a hierarchical model which means we must act within the boundaries 
and ‘rules’ imposed by the environment.  A European model of water usage does not abide by 
those rules. 
 
 
4 Are Aboriginal cultural water values adequately considered and taken into account in 
the regulation and management of the GW? 
 
No.  We seek to have greater recognition and implementation of Gamilaroi cultural values into 
the management of the system.  There are many sites of cultural significance – such as rites of 
passage ceremonies that were held during times of high-water inflows. 
 
The GW also served as an ‘oasis’ during periods of drought. 
 
 
5 What role does Aboriginal water knowledge and its custodians, as well as local 
knowledge holders, play in water decision-making about the GW? 
 
Not enough.  Even though there is representation on committees, there is not enough input 
from the customary stewards of the wetlands.  In years past, the Gamilaroi were not granted 
FPIC before there land was requisitioned from them restricting their traditional uses of the 
wetlands. 
 
 
6 Who speaks for the value, needs, and interests for the GW? 
 
The Gamilaroi and neighbouring first nation peoples are best suited to speak for the values, 
needs, and interests of the GW with input from the private land holders and water license 
holders.  This is likened to the local Maori tribe being the stewards for the Whanganui River, 
NZ. 
 
 
7 How can the GW’s interests be better served by local reform policies and advocacy? 
 



Greater inclusion in the process by the Gamilaroi and neighbouring first nation peoples who also 
would spend time in the GW with the Gamilaroi in ceremonies. 
 
Use of the traditional knowledge to bring a stewardship approach back into the management of 
the GW.  The traditional approach stems from generations of knowledge gathering and living 
within the system and not attempting to completely control and live outside the rules and 
constraints imposed by the local conditions. 
 
Sustainable development as equal weight given to economy, society, and environment are 
actually not equal.  Aligning with indigenous tradition, the environment allows people to create a 
society, and the economy (an indicator) is a construct of society.  Therefore, SD/ 
The Brasilia Declaration sets out 10 principles which courts should consider should be 
incorporated 
 
1 Water is a public good to be stewarded 
2 The ecological functions need to be considered 
3 Prevention is better than remediation 
4 In dubio pro aqua 
5 Polluter pays 
 
 

GW migratory species 
Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa 

Greenshank Tringa nebularia 

Latham's Snipe Capella hardwickii 

Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis 

Red-necked Stint Calidris ruficollis 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper Calidris acuminata 

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 

 


